CHAPTER 23 


WHAT LULENSKI 
SAID 














CREATING THE MONSTERS 

‘OUT OF HUMAN BOPY PARTS: 

HAS BEEN AN INTERESTING 
LITTLE... ACCIDENT. 


IT'S A SHAME TO 
HAVE WASTED ALL 
THIS TIME. .. 


BUT THIS. 
CANT COME 
2S MUCH OF 
A SHOCK TO 
You. 


BUT Weve 


PRODUCED ALMOST 
NOTHING OF VALUE. 
A 
: ( 


DIRECTOR MAUGRAS, 


IPI MAY ...2 
SHELL HAS BEEN 
KEPT ALIVE FOR 
ONE PURPOSE: 


USEFUL SPECIMENS 
LIKE AGENT MENULTY'S 
ARM, ARE AN ANOMALY... 


THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF BIOLOGICAL. 
WEAPONS. 


TO SAY THAT THE 
RESULTS ARE 
DISAPPOINTING 

WOULD BE PUTTING. 
IT FAR TOO KINDLY. 


CONSIDERING THE COST 
OF COVERING UP ALL THE 
ACCIDENTS AND DAMAGES... 


‘UM surpRisep 
THIS DIDN'T HAPPEN 


SHEER NUMBER OF 
MONSTERS WHICH ARE 
DANGEROUSLY UNSTABLE, 


OR SIMPLY LOST, 
DUE TO YouR 
INCOMPETENCE. 





THE COST IS SIMPLY 
700 HIGH. 


THIS ISNT THE HEART MONSTER 
Fale. WAS MY GREATEST 
DISAPPOINTMENT. 


THE WORK, 
WE'RE DOING 
HERE... 


We ARE DOING 
THINGS THAT 
NO ONE eLse 

HAS EVER BEEN 
ABLE TO DO. 


YOU WILL HAVE ABOUT 

EIGHT WEEKS TO WRAP WE MUST FIGURE 

UP WHATEVER YOURE ‘OUT WHAT TO PO 
WORKING ON. ABOUT NANCY- 


SHUT UP SHUT 
‘UP SHUT UP. 
‘SHUT UP SHUT 
‘UP SHUT UP. 


BUT EVEN THE HEART, 
IM TOLD, PROVED TOO 
UNSTABLE, AND DIED 
IN THE FIELD. 


every 
CREATION 
SINCE HAS 
SIMILARLY 
FAILED. 


THERE'S ALMOST 
NO EVIPENCE THAT 
THESE THINGS, 
CAN BE SAFELY 
TAMED OR USED. 


I Wasn't 
TALKING TO 





RUINDER...T KNOW 
THIS 1S HARD FOR YOU. 


BUT We WERE YOUNG 
WHEN WE STARTED THIS 
THING, TOGETHER. .. 


I REALLY THINK 
ITS TIME TO 


MOVE ON. 


HOW CAN You SiT THERE 
AND SAY THAT TO Me 
$0 CALMLY... 7 


THIS IS MY LIFE- 


MY ENTIRE LIFE. 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
IVE GIVEN UP 
FOR THIS. 


DON'T ACT LIKE 
YOURE THE ONLY 
‘ONE WHO'S LOST 
SOMETHING. 


MY ONLY SON, 
Is PeAD Because 
(OF THOSE DAMN 
THINGS. 


T/M DONE WITH 
THIS, RJINDER. 


AND SO 
ARE YOU. 





PADDY, IT's so 
NOT Fale. 


THEY GIVE US 
WAY, WAY MORE 
HOMEWORK NOW! 


WELL, IT IS 
Your LAST 
YEAR OF HIGH 
SCHOOL, BABY. 


YOU CAN DO IT. 


THEY'RE NOT LETTING 
YOU GO WITHOUT A FIGHT. 


BUT WHEN I GET Home, 
WELL ORDER A PIZZA AND 
WATCH A Movie. 


$0 FINISH YOUR. 
WORK, OKAY CINDY? 


Pappy, 
WHAT IS IT? 


-.:NOTHING, 
BABY, JUST A 
COWORKER... 





BACK, EINDER. YY Ly 





LULENSKI, THEY LL. NCEE Rel vEN IT WOULDN*T EVEN BE 
FIND OUT ABOUT ROGER. IF WE JUST ROGER TO LIFE, We- EXAGGERATING 70 SAY 
HAD A FEW MORE WED Be THE MOST 
ABOUT EVERYTHING MONTHS, WE... RUINDER, YOU KNOW IMPORTANT LIVING. 
WEVE BEEN DOING HOW HUGE THAT SCIENTISTS. 


OWN HERE. eaoatiacwen WILL Be! 


THEM A MIRACLE. 


Ie THEY FIND 

‘OUT BEFORE 

WE'RE DONE, 
ITLL LOOK LIKE 


Like vou muRpeRED I KNOW, I KNOW. = \ WZ 
THE DIRECTOR'S SON, THAT'S NOT WHAT WE'RE IN SERIOUS. 


‘TROUBLE. 
IM DOING. BUT NONE OF THIS IS. 
AND ARE AUTHORIZED, AND RIGHT 
PERFORMING NOW WE HAVE NOTHING 
berraver TO SHOW FOR IT. 
EXPERIMENTS 
(ON HIS REMAINS. 





MAYBE IF We HAD 
THE STOMACH MONSTER... 


WE COULD MAKE 


THIS WORK. 


T KNOW. Because 


IT'S MISSING A 
KEY ELEMENT. 


THE MACHINE IS MEANT TO 
RETURN MONSTERS TO THEIR 
ORIGINAL BODIES. 


BUT IT CAN'T WoRK 
WITHOUT Some WAY 
OF SAFELY KNITTING 


THE TISSUE TOGETHER. 


WELL, Ve ACTUALLY 
BEEN THINKING ABOUT 
THIS FOR A WHILE. 


WeVE GOT TWO 
PROJECTS IN 
DEVELOPMENT 
NOW, RIGHT? 


BUT THE STOMACH 
MONSTER'S HEALING 
‘SUBSTANCE. 


COMBINED, PERHAPS, 
WITH THE HEART 
MONSTERS LIMITLESS 
PRODUCTION OF 
ARMA ENERGY... 


AND WeVE GoT 
THE PROTO-CHAKRA 
MACHINE. 


BUT We CAN'T 
GET THAT TO 
WORK, 


YOURE SAYING WE 
COULP USE THESE TO 
FINISH THE PROTO-CHAKRA 
MACH 


We COULP RETURN 
THE MONSTERS TO 
HUMAN BODIES, AS: 
THOUGH THEY'D 
NEVER BEEN 
SEPARATED. 





IT WILL LIKELY WE CAN BRING HIM BACK 
ACCELERATE OUR MUCH FASTER WITH THE 
WORK WITH ROGER, [| HEALING SUBSTANCE, AND 
AS WELL. LIMITLESS ENERGY. 


yes. 
ey 
KS 


TO GET THIS TO 
WORK BEFORE 
OUR TIME IS UP. 


Q 


= 


SURE, MAYBE. 
MOSTLY, I JUST WANT... 


I JUST WANT TO. 
UNDO ALL THIS. 


WHAT HAPPENED 
WITH ROGER, AND 

THE MONSTERS, 
AND EVERYTHING. 


Yes, 


THEY CAN’T SHUT US DOWN 
BEFORE I GET A CHANCE 


THE WOMAN FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
WAS INTERESTED IN THE HEART, ANP 


THE OTHERS... 
IF WE CAN BRING IN THOSE 


FOUR- THE HEART, THE EYE, 
THE STOMACH, ANP THE HAIR- 
WE CAN PROVE THAT IT'S 


Fe BD POSSIBLE TO CREATE 
O~ 

oy 

9, 


MONSTERS. 


THEY MIGHT EVEN 
DECIDE NOT TO 


COMPETENT FIGHTING 


fa SHUT US DOWN! 


<, 


{2 


le THOSE FOUR KIDS 
AND THEIR MONSTERS 
ARE OUR ANSWER... 


THEN We'Re JUST 
AS STUCK AS EVER. 
TO FIX IT. 


We CANT 
TOUCH THEM. 





IT Seems To Me 
YOU ARE IN A PERFECT 
POSITION TO GET 
THEM, LULENSKI. 


THEY TRUST 
You. 


BUT. . .THE DIRECTOR 
THINKS THEY'RE DEAD... 


TLL COME UP WITH 
SOME EXPLANATION. 


THIS WILL Save 
US, LULENSKI. 


BUT IF We Have, 
ey eS THEM, THEY WON'T 


BE ABLE TO TeLL 
BEBCEMAILING Mes ANYONE ANYTHING. 


THEY KNOW WHAT 
I DID 10 ROGER. 


B 
WRONG? 


Ie DON'T 
PROTECT THEM, 
THEYLL TELL 
EVERYONE. 


IF We HAVE THEM, WELL ISNT THAT 
FINISH THE PROTO-CHAKRA, WHAT THEY WANT? 
AND WE CAN RETURN THEIR’ 

BODIES TO NORMAL ONCE 

WE'RE DONE WITH THEM. 


$0 REALLY, 
ITS For THele 





+: YOURE RIGHT, THE THOUGHT HADN'T 
‘OF COURSE. CROSSED MY MIND. 


I. KNOW THAT 

ARM MAKES 

THINGS HARD 
FOR HIM. 


ANP ROGER, 
OF COURSE’ 


LULENSKI,T KNOW BUT YOU ARE THE MOST 
YOU ARE FRIGHTENED. BRILLIANT SCIENTIST I KNOW. ALL YOU NEED TO 


BOIS MAKE THE CALL. 


L PROMISE I WILL 





WHAT IF I TOLD 
YOU THERE WAS: 
‘AWAY... 
TO RETURN THE 
MONSTERS SAFELY 


TO YOUR BOpIES? 


COME see! 
TLL SHOW 
IT To You. 


I PROMISE. 


INEeD You 
TO COME IN. 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
YOU NEED To See, 


VIOLET WARNED: 
iT ri WE CANT 
Te ee 


THIS HAS GOTTA 
Be SOME KIND OF 
TRAP... 





L.PUNNO WHAT 
‘TO TeLL You! 


SOMETHING WAS. 
JUST, . . DIFFERENT! 
I PONT KNOW WHAT. 


 __ 
_ 


\m 
wi 


DISPOSABLE MONSTERS THAT 
COULD BE GENERATED INSTANTLY... 


AND DISINTEGRATED. 
WITHOUT 4 TRACE, ONCE 
THEI HOUR-LONG, 
LIFESPANS ENDED. 


WHAT CAN WE DO NOW?! 


WE NEED TO SHOW THE 
A DIRECTOR SOMETHING. 


we CANT Let itenp -— a 


LIKE THIS, We CANT- J] wets BeiNe 


THEM IN 
ANOTHER WAY. 


BUT THEY DIPN'T PO. 
ANY GOOP. THE PROVECT 


BECAUSE THEY RE 
UNRELIABLE. 


AND MOST 
IMPORTANTLY — 
THEY WERENT 

JUST GOING UP 
AGAINST OTHER 


THINK ABOUT IT 
LIKE THIS. 


OUR FIRST PROJECT 
TOGETHER WAS THE 
CREATION OF THE 
AUTOTOMICS, YES? 


THEY WeRE NO 
MATCH FOR HUMANS: 
ANP MONSTERS: 
TOGETHER. 





Four Kips, JUST 
LIKE THEM. 


TM SURPRISED 

YOUD WANT TO 

BO SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS. 





YOUNG, BECAUSE 


AND IF THAT - 
MONSTERS COME OUT ie DOESNT WORK... 
STRONGER WHEN Z 

BORN FROM GROWING. 


‘poples. WELL STILL HAVE OUR 
AND SEND THEM AFTER OWN MONSTER FIGHTING 
THOSE FOUR RUNAWAYS, FORCE TO SHOW THE 
HATS WHY Neo . TO CAPTURE THEM. PIRECTOR. 
AND HIS ARM HAVE 
BEEN So Useless 
AGAINST THEM. 


BUT ONCE We HAVE THEM 
‘ALL, WE CAN FINISH THE ANP PUT THEM 
PROTO-CHAKRA MACHINE... ALL BACK TO ITLL ALL Be over 
NORMAL. IN A WEEK OR TWO. 


IN FACT, WE CAN USE 
THAT AS'AN INCENTIVE 
FOR OUR TEAM ! 


“D0 THIS ONE 
SIMPLE TASK 
FOR US... 


2 AND WELL 
CHANGE YOU 
BACK AND SEND 
YOU Home." 


OH, HEY NED! 


CAN TASK YOU 
APAVOR? JUST, 
REAL QUICK. 


Vus,No.No one's 
BEEN ATTACKED. We JUST NEED 
YOU TO BRING 
SOME KIPS HERE. 


WE'RE, UH, 
BOING SOME 


WE NEED YOU TO 
GO PICK UP 
SOME KIDS. 


UNDERSTAND. 


YOU MEAN, LIKE, 
RANPOM KIDS? 


UH, YEAH, AND IT'S 
GONNA HAVE To BE 
pisereer. 


‘OH GOD. ANOTHER: 


ATTACK?! POOR THINGS. 


WHAT KIND OF 
MONSTERS DO 
THEY Have? 


I MEAN, THEY LL ALL BE 
RETURNED SAFELY, 50 
115 FINE. 


T HAVE ALIST OF Gop, HAS 

auaLities To Look | THE Pikector 
FOR, YKNOW, HEALTH, | GONE CRAZY?! 
PHYSICAL CONDITION 


HE SERIOUSLY 
WANTS ME TO KIDNAP 
NORMAL KIDS?! 





LU,Z... DONT. 
WANT 0 DO THAT. 


To. 1He DIRECTOR... BUT WE'RE NOT GOING TO 
HURT THE KIPS OR ANYTHING, 
$0 DONT WORRY. 


WE'RE NOT REALLY GOING TO 
BE TELLING HIM ABOUT THIS 
UNTIL AFTER IT'S DONE. 


UM NOT COMFORTABLE 


JUST KEEP IT ON THE WITH THIS. 


OWN-LOW, IF YOU 
DONT MIND. 
KIND OF A 
‘RESULTS SPEAK, 
FOR THEMSeLves" 
THING, YOU KNOW? 


HMM... DANN. 
I GUESS T KNEW 


I. MeAN, THATS IT WAS ALONG SHOT. 


PRETTY MUCH 
Your Job 
ANYWAY, RIGHT? 


eur wow can we eer 
SOME SUBJECTS, 
OTHERWISE... 7 


I GUESS THERE'S 
PROBABLY PEOPLE 
WORKING HERE 
WHO CAN VOLUNTEER 
THEIR KIDS... 2 


(OH YEAH! 


Your pauGHTER 

CINDY IS ABOUT 

THE RIGHT AGE, 
ISNT SHE? 


TLL Get You some 
SUBUECTS. 


GREAT, THANKS: 
Nep! 


DRINKS. 
Later? 


DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT CINDY. 





(Gana 
ITS BETTER THIS 
way, YOU KNOW. : ene leet! THEY'RE 


HERE, IT'S A CONTROLLED, U A SAFE OPERATION, 
MED BY 


STERILE ENVIRONMENT. | PERFOI 
> PROFESSIONALS- 


OH Go 
Irs Her Heap 


2B 


OY 





IT's Avery 
INTERESTING Case. 


HER HEAD IS 
PHYSICALLY 
SEPARATE, BUT 
‘STILL FUNCTIONS. 


I WONDER IF HER 

BRAIN IS AFFECTED? 

WELL HAVE TO STUPY 
HER BEHAVIOR 


oe 


SHE'S STABLE 


T THINK SHE! 
BE OKAY. 


MAYBE IT's BETTER THOT 
SHELL IS SHUTTING DOWN. WHAT DO YOU MEAN 
BY THAT... 


I CANT BELIEVE 
T LET You TALK 
Me INTO DOING THIS. 





NO, THAT— 


a0 
TAR ENCOURAGED Me. 


YOU'RE THE ONE 
WHO WANTS THIS. 


THE AUTOTOMICS: 
WERE YOUR IDEA. 


RESURRECTING 
ROGER... 


THE COMPLETION 
OF THE PROTO-CHAKRA 
MACHINE... 


AND NOW, ASSEMBLING 
OUR LITTLE TASK 
FORCE, HERE. 


OF course 
T ENCOURAGED 
YOU... 


I WANTED To BE 
SUPPORTIVE. 


WE'RE FRIENDS, 
ARENT We? 


AND I RESPECT 
YOU A GREAT DEAL. 


AND LeT’s BE HONEST- 
THE CREATION OF MORE 
MONSTERS WAS HARDLY THE 
BEST WAY TO SOLVE OUR 


BUT NO OTHER, 
POSSIBLE COURSE OF 
ACTION WOULP BE SO 
INTERESTING, OR 
$0 FRUITFUL. 


THAT'S WHY YOU 
SUGGESTED IT, 
Yes? 


I PO ENUOY 
Your LITLE 
FLASHES OF 
INSPIRATION. 





I JUST WANT 
IT TO BE PONE. 
I Never 
WANTED 
THIS. 


IWON'T DO IT 
ANYMORE, AFTER 
THAT. JUST A 
TDONT LITTLE LONGER. 


WANT THIS. 


TLL BRING 


He's COMPLETELY You BACK, 
WRONG... ROGER... 


AND... AND THESE 
CREATURES SHOULD NEVER 
HAVE BEEN MADE. IT’S 
DISGUSTING, BUT- 


BUT IT’S OKAY. 
Se en ALITTLE more, 
FIX IT, T CAN FIX 
ALL OF THIS. 


Luust 
Neep ALITLE 
MORE TIME. 


WUST A LITLE 
MORE... 


I PROMISE. 





